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Nome Planning Commission 
Kenneth Hughes III, Chair 

John Odden 
Gregory Smith 

Carol Piscoya 
Melissa Ford 

Adam Lust 

NOME PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 at 7:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS IN CITY HALL 

102 Division St. ▪ P.O. Box 281 ● Nome, Alaska 99762 ●  Phone (907) 443-6663 ●  Fax (907) 443-5345 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. July 11, 2025 Nome Planning Commission Meeting Minutes,

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION ACTIVITIES 

COMMUNICATIONS 

A. USACE Award of Construction Contract for a Portion of the Port of Nome Modification Project,

CITIZENS' COMMENTS 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. An Application for Conditional Use Permit by Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority
(PUBLIC HEARING),

a. Aug. 28, 2025 Letter from adjacent property owner M.Kelso re: BSRHA CU Permit,

STAFF REPORTS 

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS 

SCHEDULE OF NEXT MEETING 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor 
John K. Handeland 

City Manager 
Lee Smith 

City Clerk 
Dan Grimmer 
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Nome Planning Commission 
Kenneth Hughes III, Chair 

John Odden 
Gregory Smith 

Carol Piscoya 
Melissa Ford 

Adam Lust 
 

                       

NOME PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, July 11, 2025 at 6:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS IN CITY HALL 

102 Division St. ▪ P.O. Box 281 ● Nome, Alaska 99762 ●  Phone (907) 443-6663 ●  Fax (907) 443-5345 
 

 

ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  C.Hughes; C.Lust (Zoom); C.Ford (Zoom); C. Odden; C. Smith 
Members Absent:  C. Piscoya 
Also Present: Dan Grimmer, City Clerk; Erin Reinders, City Planner; Anna Lionas, Nome 

Nugget Newspaper; Ben Townsend, KNOM; Erik Noet, Walter Rose 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by C.Smith and seconded by C.Odden. 
    At Roll Call: 
    Aye: C.Hughes; C.Odden; C.Smith; C.Lust; C.Ford 
    Nay: 
    Abstain: 
       THE MOTION CARRIED 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. May 13, 2025 Nome Planning Commission Meeting Minutes, 

B. June 3, 2025 Nome Planning Commission Meeting Minutes, 
 

A motion to approve both sets of minutes together was made by C.Odden and seconded by 
C.Smith. 

    At Roll Call: 
    Aye: C.Hughes; C.Odden; C.Smith; C.Lust; C.Ford 
    Nay: 
    Abstain: 
       THE MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION ACTIVITIES-None 

COMMUNICATIONS-None 

CITIZENS' COMMENTS-None 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Mayor 
John K. Handeland 

City Manager 
Lee Smith 

City Clerk 
Dan Grimmer 
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A. Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law re: An Appeal by Joe Burnham to the Nome Planning 
Commission Regarding City of Nome Zoning Enforcement Order, 

 
A motion to approve the findings of facts and conclusions of law was made by C.Smith 
and seconded by C.Odden. 

    At Roll Call: 
    Aye: C.Hughes; C.Odden; C.Smith; C.Lust; C.Ford 
    Nay: 
    Abstain: 
       THE MOTION CARRIED 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. An Application for Conditional Use Permit by Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority 
(PUBLIC HEARING), 

The Planning Commission recessed into Public Hearing at 06:16PM 

Discussion: Walter Rose from Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority gave an 
update on the extent of the project being considered. 

During the discussion C.Smith stated that the plans for the plot should be considered as 
a subarea plan. There was discussion about whether or not rezoning should happen 
instead of considering Conditional Use permits on a case to case basis. The intent of use 
for this Permit does follow the Nome Comprehensive Plan. 

The Planning Commission came out of recess at 06:27PM 

There was no further discussion. 

 
A motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit was made by C.Smith and seconded by C.Lust. 

    At Roll Call: 
    Aye: C.Hughes; C.Odden; C.Smith; C.Lust;  
    Nay: 
    Abstain: 
       THE MOTION CARRIED 

 

STAFF REPORTS-None 

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS 

• C.Lust-None 

• C.Odden- None 

• C.Smith- Enjoyed the lively comments. 

• C.Hughes- Glad to see more housing in Nome. 

SCHEDULE OF NEXT MEETING  

Next Meeting is scheduled for August 5th, 2025 at 7:00PM 

ADJOURNMENT 
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APPROVED and SIGNED this 2nd  day of September, 2025. 
 

 

 

 
 ______________________________ 

      KENNETH HUGHES III 
Chairman 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
DAN GRIMMER 
City Clerk 

 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – ALASKA DISTRICT 
P.O. Box 6898, Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, AK 99506-0898 

http://www.poa.usace.army.milhttp://www.facebook.com/AlaskaCorps  
http://www.flickr.com/AlaskaCorpshttp://www.youtube.com/AlaskaCorps 

 
 

USACE awards construction contract for portion of Port of Nome Modification Project 

JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON – Today, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Alaska 
District awarded a construction contract for the first portion of the Port of Nome Modification Project in 
Nome, Alaska. 

Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. of Vancouver, Washington, will construct Phase 1A of the Port of Nome 
Modification project. Funded by the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, formerly known as the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, this construction contract award is valued at about $399.4 million. 

“A robust and efficient transportation hub at Nome is foundational to the long-term viability of 
surrounding communities in the region,” said Col. Jeffrey Palazzini, commander of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers – Alaska District. “We are committed to assisting the City of Nome by providing a reliable 
solution that improves the port’s navigation efficiency.” 

Phase 1A is the first of four phases of the required construction to build the Port of Nome project. The 
first phase of the project will construct a 1,200-foot causeway extension with about 600 feet of dock 
face. Following this portion of the project, the Phase 2 dredging of the deep and outer basins up to 
minus 40 feet is next scheduled for construction. The City of Nome is the non-federal sponsor for this 
project.  

The entirety of the harbor expansion project aims to provide larger vessels with improved access to 
Nome’s existing harbor and creating a new deep-water basin at a depth of minus 40 feet. Dredging is 
required to deepen and maintain both basins and associated navigation channels. Currently, ship 
transportation is limited by existing depths in the outer basin of minus 22 feet. This depth is inadequate 
to safely accommodate vessels of drafts greater than about 18 feet.  

The new port project will serve research and public safety purposes as well as an important pivot point 
for the nation’s military presence above the Arctic Circle. The Port of Nome is a regional hub located on 
the Seward Peninsula and adjacent to Norton Sound, which is centrally located along the western coast 
of Alaska. Nome has no access to major road systems and is approximately 545 miles northwest of 
Anchorage. 

USACE’s history in Nome dates to the construction of the original harbor in 1917. 

# # # 

NEWS RELEASE
BUILDING STRONG ®U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

For Immediate Release: 
August 15, 2025 
Release No. 25-004

Contact: 
       John Budnik, 907-753-2615 
John.P.Budnik@usace.army.mil 

http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/
http://www.facebook.com/AlaskaCorps
http://flickr.com/AlaskaCorps
http://www.youtube.com/AlaskaCorps
mailto:John.P.Budnik@usace.army.mil
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This request will be heard before the Nome Planning Commission on _q_._�_•_f)._5 __ _____
applicant attendance is required. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that (I Am) (I have been authorized to act for) the owner of the property 
described above and that I desire a conditional use permit for this property in 
conformance with the Title 18 NCO and hereby dispose and say that all of the above 
statements are true. I am familiar with the code requirements and certify that to the best 
of my knowledge, belief and professional ability, that this application meets them. I 
understand that payment of the conditional use fee is non-refundable and it is to cover 
Costs associated with the processing of this application and that it does not assure 
approval of the request. 

�c:: -d1J:er 
Signature ;f Applicant Date 

Planning Commission Additional Restriction or Conditions: 

A conditional use hearing on this permit was held by the Planning Commission on 

____________________ and this permit was / was not
approved. 

Chairman, Planning Commission Date 

City Clerk's Office Date 

FEE SCHEDULE: 
j Special Planning Commission Meeting : $300.00 

Revised 02/2024 

Date/Fee Paid: _-i_(_1_/ 9_? __
Receipt No: J_.(DXJO'f$�i 

09/02/25
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